
 

THE FIRST ANNUAL LAKE COUNTY 

CRIMINAL DEFENSE LAWYERS 

ASSOCIATION 

2012 TRIAL ADVOCACY SEMINAR 

 

WHERE: LAWNFIELD INN AND SUITES 

SKYE RESTAURANT 

8434 MENTOR AVENUE 

MENTOR, OHIO 44060 

SOUTH EAST CORNER OF ROUTE 615 AND MENTOR AVENUE 

www.lawnfield.com 

 

WHEN: FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2012 

REGISTRATION AND WELCOME 8:30 AM, PRESENTATION 9:00 AM, 

ADJOURNMENT 5:00 PM 

 

PRICE: $50.00 PER PERSON FOR 6.5 C.L.E. HOURS  

Includes continental breakfast and lunch. 

Payable to: Lake County Criminal Defense Lawyers Association. 

 
 

SPACE AVAILABLE:  LIMITED TO 50 ATTENDEES. 

Limited to those with some criminal defense practice. 

 

R.S.V.P.:  Randy Klammer, 6990 Lindsay Drive, Suite 7, Mentor, Ohio 44060 

Tele. 440-974-8484, Fax 440-255-6112, jrklammer@klammerlaw.com 

www.klammerlaw.com 

 

THIS COURSE HAS BEEN APPROVED BY THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO 

COMMISSION ON CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION FOR  

6.50 TOTAL C.L.E. HOUR(S) INSTRUCTION. 

http://www.lawnfield.com/
mailto:jrklammer@klammerlaw.com
http://www.klammerlaw.com/


AGENDA 

LAKE COUNTY CRIMINAL DEFENSE LAWYERS ASSOCIATION 
2012 TRIAL ADVOCACY SEMINAR 
September 28, 2012 
9:00 – 5:00 P.M. 
Skye Restaurant, Mentor. 
 
Never Say Die: 
 
Adj. impossible to subdue, indomitable, unsubduable, unconquerable 
- not capable of being conquered or vanquished or overcome. 
 

   

   

Time Item Speaker 

8:30-9:00 Welcome and continental 
breakfast 

Randy Klammer, 
Moderator 

9:00-10:30 Jury Selection and Opening 
Statements followed 

by group participation 

Rick Perez 

10:30-10:45  Coffee Break  

10:45-12:00 Cross-examination followed by 
group participation 

Al Purola 

12:00-1:00 Lunch  

1:00-2:30 OVI Cross-examination 
followed by group 
participation 

Hector Martinez 
Joe Hada 
 

2:30-3:30 Civil Trial tactics and 
technology for criminal 
defense practitioners. 

Frank Piscitelli 
 

3:30-3:45 Coffee Break  

3:45-4:45 Preserving error, new trials 
and generally what happens 
when the jury gets it wrong. 

 

Vanessa Clapp 

4:45-5:00 Round table Randy Klammer 

5:00 Adjournment  

 



JURY SELECTION AND OPENING STATEMENTS 
 

 Presentation discussing some classic and innovative voir dire principles, as well 

as some classic techniques for addressing some of the more common issues that 

inevitably arise in criminal trials.  Rick will discuss how to seamless connect voir dire 

themes with opening statement, followed by a presentation about opening statement 

itself.  Followed by group participation. 

 

 Presenter: 
 

Richard Perez is a former Assistant Lake County Prosecutor and currently 

municipal prosecutor.  He has tried numerous criminal and civil cases to verdict in State 

and Federal Courts and has argued cases in the Court of Appeals and Ohio Supreme 

Court.  He has tried everything from murder to OVI cases from both the defense and 

prosecution perspective.  His practice includes extensive civil trial work where he has 

also tried to verdict complicated civil cases including medical malpractice and serious 

personal injury cases.  One of our own, his office is located in Willoughby, Ohio. 

 

CROSS-EXAMINATION: WHAT SEPARATES THE PROSECUTION FROM 

THE DEFENSE. 
 

 Presentation including timeless cross-examination principles and techniques 

(surely to include countless insightful war stories.)  The presentation will include 

discussion of case specific cross-examination principles and themes that force the 

attorney to ignore trial and evidentiary distractions.  Followed by group participation. 

 

Presenter: 
 

Albert Purola has been a criminal defense lawyer since entering the bar in 1970.  

He has tried countless criminal cases to verdict in both the State and Federal Courts.  In 

addition to arguing before the various Courts of Appeals and at least one dozen times 

before the Ohio Supreme Court, he argued before the United States Supreme Court in 

1984 in State of Ohio v. Kenneth Johnson which settled the law for the entire nation the 

question of double jeopardy where a defendant entered a plea to a lesser charged offense. 

He is a fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers.  He has presented at the O.P.D. 

annual death penalty seminar, as well as numerous times on issues of criminal defense, 

the rules of evidence, and appellate practice.  He is AV rated by Martindale.com and been 

rightfully selected as an Ohio Super Lawyer this year and the past six years straight.   

 

O.V.I. CROSS-EXAMINATION.  
 

An extensive discussion on the unique aspects of cross-examination at trial and 

suppression hearings in O.V.I. cases.  The presentation will look carefully at suppression 

arguments and the application of N.H.T.S.A. D.W.I. Detection and Standardized Field 

Sobriety Testing Manual in the post-post-Homan era, the Department of Health 

regulations surrounding blood and urine testing, and the principles and law surrounding 

the successful attacks on the Intoxilyzer 8000.  They will discuss the application of 

techniques and the law to the trial of an O.V.I. case.  Followed by group participation. 



 

Presenters: 

 

Hector G. Martinez, Jr., is the principal of the law firm, Hector G. Martinez, Jr. 

Co., L.P.A.  He is a graduate of Case Western Reserve University School of Law (J.D. -

1997).  His practice focuses on criminal defense, with an emphasis on drunk driving 

defense. Hector is N.H.T.S.A. certified, having attended the N.H.T.S.A. Standardized 

Field Sobriety Testing course in 1999.  He is a member of the Ohio Association of 

Criminal Defense Lawyers and the Lake County Bar Association.  He is a frequent 

lecturer on Ohio traffic laws, as well as chemical testing in drunk driving cases.  In 2008, 

he was appointed to serve as a part time Magistrate and Acting Judge in the Willoughby 

Municipal Court.   

 

 Joe Hada is an attorney with the Lake County Public Defender’s Office and by 

the time of this seminar will be an Associate for Saia & Piatt specializing in OVI defense.  

He has performed extensive research related to OVI issues, including NHTSA's 

Standardized Field Sobriety Tests and challenges to the Intoxilyzer 8000. Mr. Hada can 

be found in court on a daily basis litigating various OVI issues. He has a passion for 

criminal defense and an intimate knowledge of local court procedures. He is a member of 

the Ohio Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers and the Lake County Criminal 

Defense Lawyers Association.  

 

PRESERVING ERROR, NEW TRIALS AND GENERALLY WHAT HAPPENS 

WHEN THE JURY GETS IT WRONG. 
 

Presentation by an expert in post-trial and appellate practice who sees good and 

bad trial records on regular basis.  The presentation will review common trial and 

evidentiary errors and simple ways to preserve error for appeal.  Vanessa will also 

discuss post-trial motions and how best to position your client after the jury got it wrong.   

 

Presenter: 

 

Vanessa Clapp is the Supervising Attorney for the Appellate Division of the Lake 

County Public Defender’s Office, where she has worked for twenty-two years.  Prior to 

focused entirely in criminal appeals, Clapp was a trial attorney, representing indigent 

defendants in Lake County’s juvenile, misdemeanor and felony courts.  For the past 

thirteen years, she has focused on criminal defense appeals involving a variety of legal 

issues before the Eleventh District Court of Appeals and the Ohio Supreme Court.   

 

 

CIVIL TRIAL TACTICS AND TECHNOLOGY FOR CRIMINAL DEFENSE 

PRACTITIONERS. 

 

Presentation by a civil trial expert and graduate of the Gerry Spence Trial 

Lawyers College on the preparation for and presentation of complex cases.  The 

presentation will discuss civil trial techniques which insightful to criminal defense 

lawyers from jury selection to closing.  Frank will discuss the application of and use of 

trial technology to help jurors understand and retain complex evidence and arguments. 



 

Presenter: 

 

Frank Piscitelli resides in Lake County with his primary office Cuyahoga County.  

Frank has appeared in numerous state and federal courts throughout the country. He has 

successfully recovered millions of dollars on behalf of his clients in cases involving 

catastrophic personal injuries, medical malpractice, nursing home abuse, wrongful death, 

amusement park injuries, breach of contract, consumer fraud and bad faith insurance. 

Unique to Ohio, Frank is a graduate of Gerry Spence’s Trial Lawyer’s College. His 

expertise in preparing for and presenting evidence and argument in the civil trial context 

is a perspective that criminal defense lawyers should understand. 

 


